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Sutiej ;   the Amirs of Sind guarded the mouths oi the Indus, while
the Sikhs m the Punjab stood watch over the pas&c > - f the Himalayas.1
The  supreme  ambition  of Dost  Muhammad  was   the recovery  of
Peshawar, at one time the eastern outpost of the Afghan Empire,
bat now in the strong hands of Ran] ft Singh.    With Ran jit Smgh
we had no quarrel.    He had faithfully observed the treat}' concluded
by Lord Minto in 1809, and a strong power HA the Punjab was the
best guarantee we could possess against hostile incursions from the
north-west.    Auckland's concern was not, therefore, for Pesh&war,
but for Herat, which at the moment was seriously threatened by
Persia.    Dost Muhammad on his part was quite willing that Herat
should fall to Persia, provided that Persia would help him to the
recovery   of   Peshawar.    Such   was   the   complicated   situation   by
which Lord Auckland was confronted.    IS!or was it simplified  by
Burnes's mission, for Burnes found that he was noc the only European
diplomatist at Kabul.    A Russian envoy, Vicovitch. was thr-re also,
and the advice of Vicovitch was far more palacable to the Amir than
that of Burnes.    u Let Persia have Herat, and Persia will help you
to your eagerly desired revenge upon the S*khs and the recovery of
Peshawar."    That for ** Persia " a suspicious eye might have read
" Russia " mattered little to Dost Muhammad.    What could Burnes
offer against this ?    Nothing but the platomc friendship and half-
hearted diplomatic support of England.    Vicovitch held all the cards,
but Burnes had pluck and skill and might have won had he been
supported from Calcutta.    Auckland, however, haunted by the spectre
of Russia at the gates of Herat and a Russian pawn in possession of
Peshawar, suddenly made an entirely new move.    He decided to
withdraw Burnes from K&bul, and to replace Dost Muhammad on
the throne of Afghanistan by a puppet of his own.    The puppet
selected was Shah Shuja, an aged grandson of Ahmad Shah, the
founder of the Durani dynasty in Afghanistan,    Shah Shuj& had
been expelled from the throne by Dost Muhammad, and was now
living under British protection at Ludhiana.    " His Majesty Shuja-
ul-Mulk will enter Afghanistan surrounded by his own troops and
will be supported against foreign interference and factious opposition
by a British army.'*    Such was the pretty make-believe solemnly
put forward in Auckland's manifesto.    To facilitate this ** legitimist "
restoration, a treaty was concluded between the British Government,
Shah Shuja, and Ran]it Singh.    The latter was to be confirmed in
possession  of the  provinces,   which   his  sword  had   wrested   from
Afghanistan ;  the integrity of Herat was to be respected, and Shah
Shuj&, in return for a sum to be fixed by the British Government,
was to relinquish all claim to tribute from the Amirs of Sind and to
guarantee their independence (July, 1888).    Ranjft Singh, despite
the advantages secured to him by this alliance, wisely refused to
1 The great province of Rajputana had passed into oux protectorate in 1818.